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In parched central valley, a message of 
aid and a warning from Central Valley

By: Diana Marcum and Evan Halper

FIREBAUGH, Calif. — Standing Friday afternoon 
on cracked, parched earth where melons would 
usually grow, President Obama brought both 
a message of aid and an ominous warning to 
drought-stricken California as he outlined more 
than $160 million in federal assistance.

The directives include aid for ranchers struggling 
to feed their livestock because of the drought, 
and for food banks serving families in hard-hit 
areas. 

“These actions will help. But they’re just the first 
step,” he said. “We have to be clear. A changing 
climate means that weather-related disasters 
like droughts, wildfires, storms [and] floods are 
potentially going to be costlier and they’re going 
to be harsher.”

Continued on page 4Top: Secret Service tour Central Valley farms
Bottom:  Pres. Obama speaking on the drought
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Obama arrived in the Central Valley at a time when 
highway signs statewide are flashing “Serious Drought, 
Help Save Water” and farmers are letting fields of row 
crops go fallow in hopes of saving orchards.

At a round-table discussion with labor leaders, farmers 
and water district representatives who had personal 
and generational histories of fighting for resources, 
Obama iacknowledged California’s fraught water fights.

After participating in the round-table discussion here, 
Obama headed to the farm of Joe Del Bosque, who idled 
more than 2,000 acres last year and has been an out-
spoken critic of delta regulations that divert water from 
farmers.

Del Bosque, in denim shirt and white straw hat, walked 
with Obama past canals and fields, waving his hands as 
he talked. The president bowed his head and listened 
to Del Bosque, the son of a migrant farmworker who 
became a major producer. 

Their walk ended at a presidential podium on bar-
ren land where the president extolled California’s               

agricultural bounty.

“What happens here matters to every working Ameri-
can, right down to the cost of food you put on the table,” 
Obama said, urging a cooperative effort to ensure that 
all needs and concerns are addressed. 

From left to right: California Governor Jerry Brown, 
President Obama, Joe Del Bosque and Maria Del 
Bosque tour Del Bosque family farm in Los Banos, 
California.  



Farm Bureau ‘waving flag’ on labor shortage
By Daniel Enoch

The head of the American Farm Bureau Federation says 
agricultural producers across the country need to “wave 
a flag” to alert government officials to a possible crisis 
caused by delays in processing visas for foreign workers 
who tend and harvest America’s food crops.

AFBF President Zippy Duvall was joined by farmers and 
state agricultural officials from California, Georgia, Mas-
sachusetts and Michigan today in a bid to call attention 
to the problem with the H-2A visa program, which they 
say could result in abandoned crops, higher consumer 
prices for fruit and vegetables as well as economic harm 
to rural communities.

“These crops are not going to wait,” Duvall told report-
ers during a briefing at AFBF headquarters in Washing-
ton. “They are going to continue to mature and rot in 
the field if we don’t do something.”

Duvall said an informal survey of farm bureaus across 
the country revealed labor shortages in more than 20 
states. And the participants in the briefing blamed the 
problem on delays by the Department of Labor and the 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services in processing 
H-2A visa applications, which allow foreign nationals 
entry into the U.S. for temporary or seasonal work.
Farmers depend on the H-2A program to fill gaps in the 
nation’s ag labor system, but, Duvall said, the program 
is far from perfect. Processing and procedural delays, 
such as the government’s use of U.S. mail -- “snail mail,” 
he said -- instead of electronic communications, are 
leading to losses from unharvested crops.

“The H-2A system needs to be brought into the 21st 
century,” Duvall said. The government agencies may 
need more cash to update their computer systems, or 
possibly more seasonal personnel to handle the grow-
ing number of applications being filed, he said. So far 
this year, AFBF said, farmers have requested just over 
68,000 H-2A positions, already more than they sought 
during the entire year of 2006.

Helping Duvall make his case, either at the briefing or 
via a phone connection, were Gary Black, commissioner 
of the Georgia Department of Agriculture; Jamie Clover 
Adams, director of the Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development; Ed Davidian, president of 
the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, 

Continued on page 6



Continuation from page 5

Farmers Bill Brim from Georgia, Carlos Castaneda from 
California and Jen Costanza from Michigan. Each of the 
farmers described the challenges they face with secur-
ing adequate workers to tend and harvest this year’s 
crops.

Castaneda said that California farmers may not have 
felt the labor shortage as badly last year as they do 
now because of drought, which cut deeply into produc-
tion. But, this year, with the drought easing somewhat, 
farmers can’t harvest all the crops they have planted. 
Some farmers are giving up more than a quarter of their 
crops, the said.

“I don’t believe there’s a rock we haven’t turned over 
looking for an answer,” he said.

Ed Davidian, president of the Massachusetts farm 
bureau, said the situation is not just hurting farmers, 
but also people living in nearby communities. Phoning 
in his comments, Davidian said delays in processing 
applications for H-2A workers on his 150-acre fruit and 
vegetable farm are jeopardizing the jobs of up to 50 
other people that he usually employs seasonally, work-

ing in roadside stands and other related operations. The 
foreign workers - he needs three for spring planting and 
another three for harvesting - are absolutely necessary, 
he said.

“Nobody here in Massachusetts: is going to work in the 
fields,” he said, “absolutely nobody.”

Largest Unauthorized Immigrant Population, 2008
Estimated Pop. Range

U.S. Total 11,900 11,400-12,400
California 2,700 2,500-2,850
Texas 1,450 1,300-1,550
Florida 1,050 950-1,150
New York 925 800-1,050
New Jersey 550 500-600
Arizona 500 475-550
Georgia 475 425-500
Illinois 450 375-525
North Carolina 350 300-400
Virginia 300 275-325



Dannon faces uphill battle to rid 
dairy feed of GMOs

By Bill Tomson

WASHINGTON, April 27, 2016 - Dannon, in an effort to 
woo consumers who are becoming increasingly con-
cerned about all aspects of how their food is made, has 
made a promise that will be difficult to keep: It plans to 
eliminate all genetically modified grains from the diets 
of the cows that produce the milk used to make most of 
the company’s yogurt.

Products under the company’s Dannon brand will be 
completely produced with milk from non-GMO-fed 
cows by the end of 2017, and products under the Oikos 
and Danimals brands will make the complete transition 
by the end of 2018, President and CEO Mariano Lozano 
announced Wednesday.

That will mean that by Dec. 31, 2018, about half of all 
the milk the company buys annually for its U.S. products 
will come from more than 50,000 cows fed solely on 
non-GMO feed, Lozano told Agri-Pulse.

“Because most cow feed in the US is genetically modi-
fied today, we are also working with feed suppliers and 

our farmer partners 
to start planting non-
GMO feed as soon as 
possible to fulfill our 
needs,” Dannon says in 
the “pledge” it released 
Wednesday. 

“Once these changes 
are implemented, these 
products from the three 
brand families will contain milk from cows provided 
non-GMO feed.” It’s a steep mountain the company and 
its milk suppliers will have to climb to reach that goal, 
Lozano said - it’s more like going up Mt. Everest.

Despite the uncertainty about where Dannon’s milk 
suppliers will be getting all of that non-GMO feed, 
Lozano said the company is committed to making sure 
the milk it buys and the feed its suppliers buy will be 
domestic in origin.

Lozano agreed that it would be more expensive, but did 
not comment on whether shoppers would have to pay 
more for the company’s yogurt.

Pictured: Dannon yogurt prod-
ucts to be GMO free by 2018.




